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• Much of the content of this talk was obtained from David 
Gordon, FRCP FMedSci, President, WFME

• I have served on a site visit team for the recognition of an 
accrediting authority, but not on medical school review 
team

• I work for ECFMG (2023 Accreditation mandate) 

Declarations
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• History of accreditation of medical schools

• Brief overview of WFME and FAIMER

– WFME standards

– World Directory of Medical Schools
• How can we make it more useful

• Why Accreditation?

– Accreditation research

• The process of accreditation

– Challenges and opportunities

• Current status of UGME accreditation world wide

Overview



Copyright © 2018 by ECFMG. All rights reserved.

• National accreditation of medical institutions in U.S. commenced in 1847

– Organization of American Medical Association of Philadelphia

• Accreditation can apply to UGME, PGME, Hospitals, CME, Simulation 
Centres, …
– http://www.acgme.org/About-Us/Overview/History-of-Medical-Education

History
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• Enhancing the quality of medical education 
worldwide

• In official relation with the World Health 
Organization (WHO) as the non-state actor 
representing medical education and medical 
schools worldwide

• Founded by the World Medical Association 
(WMA) and WHO in 1972

• Promotes standards and sharing good practice

About WFME
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• Three main programmes (among many others)
– Standards in medical education (BME, PG and CPD)

–World Directory of Medical Schools

–Promotion of accreditation and the Recognition of Accreditation 
Programme

•WFME is primarily concerned with the quality, management, 
organisation and support of medical education.  

About WFME (2)
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Regional members of WFME



Copyright © 2018 by ECFMG. All rights reserved.

• “The purpose [of the standards 
programme] is to provide a 
mechanism for quality improvement 
in medical education, in a global 
context, to be applied by institutions, 
organisations and national authorities 
responsible for medical education”

WFME Standards for Medical Education:
Origin, outcome, and future



Copyright © 2018 by ECFMG. All rights reserved.

• Not what should be taught and learned, 

– more about to what standard should it be 
taught, and to what standard it should it be 
learned?

• Outcomes?

– many, but in particular, help to develop 
accreditation

• Future?

– an emphasis on practicality, and on contextual 
relevance

WFME Standards for Medical Education
Origin, Outcome and Future
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• The standards are based on our current 
understanding of fundamental principles and best 
practices in designing, maintaining, and enhancing 
medical education programmes

• Standards are intended to:
– guide medical education programme development and 

evaluation
– facilitate diagnosis of strengths and weaknesses relating 

to the medical education programme
– to stimulate quality improvement

“Explanatory Note to Guide the use of Standards”
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• Each institution or regulator should review the 
relevant standards and develop a version of 
them that is appropriate to the local context. 
– Not all standards will have application in every 

setting

• It is possible for a medical school to receive a 
satisfactory overall evaluation and maintain 
accreditation (where appropriate) without 
necessarily meeting every standard and sub-
standard

“Explanatory Note to Guide the use of Standards”
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• “The WFME standards require the medical course to 
last six years”

• “The WFME standards require the medical course to 
be integrated”

• “The WFME standards require the medical course to 
be modular”
– The WFME standards are not a rigid rule book.  They are a 

guide to good practice, to be adapted and developed for 
local, context-specific, use

The Myths About the WFME Standards for Medical 
Education
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• “A medical school has to be in WDMS 
for WFME to recognise its 
accreditation”

• “Nothing much is going on in the 
WFME recognition of accreditation 
programme”

• “Every country will be recognised in 
the WFME programme by 2023”

Additional Accreditation Myths
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• Maintain standards and 
improve quality in medical 
education worldwide, at a 
time of rapid growth and 
change

Why Bother Going Through all the Effort?
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• To verify that medical schools are competent in the delivery of 

medical education

– Are medical schools educating doctors fit to serve the needs of the 

population where they function?

Why Accreditation?
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• Individual

– “assessment drives learning”

• Programme

– “accreditation drives quality”

Conceptual Model
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Why Accreditation? (2)

• Objective 1.1 of the WHO (2016) Global Strategy on Human Resources for 
Health: Workforce 2020 is that ‘by 2020, all countries will have established 
accreditation mechanisms for health training institutions.’

• IAMRA has called for accreditation in all countries
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• The main reason is to enhance the quality of medical education, by 
verifying that medical schools are competent in the delivery of 
medical education, and that medical education programmes are 
suitable.  

– This is to ensure that medical schools are educating doctors fit to serve the 
needs of the population where they function

• A secondary reason is to demonstrate to outside organisations and 
territories that the medical schools accredited are competent, and 
producing doctors at an accepted international standard

Reasons for Accreditation (1)
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Reasons for Accreditation (2)

• ECFMG 2010 Board Resolution
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Impetus for 2023 …
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www.wdoms.org
The World Directory aims to include all medical schools:

–Offering a complete programme of 
instruction 

–Awarding basic medical qualification

–Recognised by the government of their 
host country

– Existing and historical

–A joint venture of WFME and FAIMER

World Directory of Medical Schools

http://www.wdoms.org/
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www.wdoms.org

The World Directory is NOT:

– Accredited schools only

– An indicator of quality or endorsement, by 
WFME, FAIMER, WHO or anyone

– Therefore, your school may be very bad: but still 
included in WDoMS

– Inclusion in WDoMS is not a measure of quality

World Directory of Medical Schools

http://www.wdoms.org/
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• The existence of an accreditation system alone is not 
enough

• It may be no good! … and not guarantee that the system 
will result in credible decisions on the quality of 
programmes in medical education

• The rapid expansion in the number of medical schools 
worldwide has created a growing market for accreditation

– Accreditation “mills”

• Development of the WFME Recognition of Accreditation 
Programme

Rationale for Evaluation of Accreditation
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• It is difficult to quantify the value of 
accreditation
– Randomized control trial?

– Outcome measures?

• Several studies have suggested a positive 
impact of accreditation
– Medical school processes

– Performance of students/ graduates

Accreditation Research
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• Process using the model of accreditation
– Medicine-specific

– Self-evaluation

– Site visit observation

– Recognition Committee

• Pre-defined criteria
– 2005 WHO/WFME policy on accreditation

– Criteria based on an expert consensus of good practice

– Updated 2018

Recognition Programme Now



Copyright © 2018 by ECFMG. All rights reserved.

• 10 agencies recognised and on the 
website

• 32 others on the list
– 14 with site visit completed, or SV in 

progress, or SV date certain, or SV date 
agreed in principle

– 6 close to agreeing SV date

– 12 at earlier stages

Agencies Recognised, Agencies in Progress
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• Total 2017 Applicants = 15,793

Accreditation and ECFMG 2023

4012; 26%

684; 4%

4137; 26%

6960; 44%

2017 Applicants Who Graduated from Medical
Schools Accredited by WFME Recognized Agencies

2017 Applicants Who Graduated from Medical
Schools Accredited by Agencies in WFME Review
Process

2017 Applicants Who Graduated from Medical
Schools Accredited by Agencies that Initiated
Application or in Discussion with WFME

All Other 2017 Applicants
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Questions?


