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This work is being done
in collaboration with the

Ministry of Health (MOH)
with encouragement

trom the WHO-EMRO.
The MOH sent letters to
all hospitals in Lebanon

requesting that they
report any pneumococcal

isolates trom invasive
pneumococcal disease cases
to our program to arrange

for shipment and serotyping
of these organisms.
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Update on pneumococcal serotypes from Lebanon

After the late war on Lebanon, there were problems encountered with transportation. Many of the
bridges connecting the various regions in Lebanon were destroyed. As a team, there were difficulties getting
samples from distant hospitals. However, Lebanon revived again, bridges were rebuilt, and those samples
were obtained in
addition to new
samples. We were
able to have an
additional 50
samples sent for
serotyping, making
a total number of
samples of 97.
Out of these 97
samples, 52 were
serotyped, 15 were
either S. viridans
or failed to grow
on subculture, and
30 are awaiting
shipment for
serotyping within
the next month.
The adjacent
table shows the
contributions from
different hospitals.

Hospital Contribution List

Table I

* 8 out of these samples had been frozen during the period April 2003 to July 2005.

Following is a graphical depiction of the data we have ~ofar.

.Out of the 97 samples collected so far, 22 were
under 2 years of age.

.There were 17 patients between the ages of 2 to
5 years.

.There were 9 patients between the ages of 6 to
20 years.

.There were 13 patients in the age group of 21 to
60 years..36 patients were above 60 y~ars of age.

.Almost 64% of the number of samples collected belonged to male patients.
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Figure I. Distribution of invasive peumococcal disease ( IPD) by age

21)'-60y >6Oy

Therefore, our data is similar to published data worldwide where the peak incidence ofIPD is under
the age of 2 years and above 60 years.

30* AUBMC Dr George Arai
II HAYKAL HOSPITAL Dr. Ibrahim Nemer
9 MAKASSED GENERAL HOSPITAL Dr. Tamima Jisr
6 RHUH Dr. Rita Feghali
5 SAHEL GENERAL HOSPITAL Dr. Wassim Serhal
5 ST. JOSEPH-DAWRA Dr. Raymond Rohban
3 CENTRE HOSPITALIER DE NORD Dr. Salam Samad
3 HAMMOUD HOSPITAL Dr. Mohamad Zaatari
3 NINI HOSPITAL Dr. Monzer Hamzeh
3 SACRE- COEUR Dr. Antoine Haddad
3 ST.GEORGE Dr. Ziad Daoud
2 RIZK HOSPITAL Dr. JacQues Mokhbat
2 ISLAMIC HOSPITAL Dr. Malak Naboulsi
2 YUSSEF Dr. Mohamad Abdallah
2 RASSOUL AI-AZAM Dr. Hosni Yazbeck
2 MONLA HOSPITAL Dr. Ricardo Sarraf
I BAHMAN Dr. Mohamad Haidar
I HAYAT HOSPITAL Dr. Hadi AI-Amine
I HOSPITAL NOTRE DAME DE SECOURS Dr. George Abdel Nour
I RIYAK HOSPITAL Dr. Talal Araii
I NOTRE DAME DE LA PAIX Dr. Joseph Freifer
I TAL-CHIHA HOSPITAL Dr. Naziha Makhlouf




